
BOARD OF HEALTH 
Bangs Community Center: Room 101 

Minutes 
 
 
September 22, 2011 
 
BOH Members: Maria Bulzacchelli, Nancy Gilbert, David Kaufman 
BOH Members Excused: David Ahlfeld, Jennifer Brown  
Staff:  Julie Federman, Pamela Field-Sadler 
Other: Diana Stein – Amherst Board of Selectmen Liaison 
           Rich Starodoj – Terraclime Geothermal 
 
Meeting opened at 7:05 p.m. 
Ms. Gilbert opened the meeting and explained she would be serving as Chairperson in the 
excused absence of David Ahlfeld. 
 

I. Review & Receive 
 A.  Meeting Minutes 
       1. Meeting Minutes from July 28, 2011 – Tabled 

The Board of Health (BOH) members agreed to table the draft minutes in 
order to allow absent BOH members to share their comments. Ms. Stein 
will forward correspondence from the Town Attorney regarding rules of a 
quorum for a board. 

                       
II. New Business 

A. Geothermal Well Construction Permit Application: 336 Station Road 
Rich Starodoj – Terraclime Geothermal in attendance. 
At the request of Terraclime Geothermal, the Board of Health (BOH)  
reviewed an application for a Geothermal Well Construction Permit for the 
property at 336 Station Road; this application was not anticipated at the time 
of the meeting posting. Mr. Starodoj explained the application is for a 
proposed water-based, closed-loop ground source system with two 450 foot 
bores with u-loops. Sanitarian Javeria Mir has reviewed the proposed well 
design plan and is of the opinion that the design meets the requirements of the 
Amherst Board of Health Regulations for Private Wells. 
Motion: Ms. Bulzacchelli made the motion, seconded by Mr. Kaufman, to 
approve the Geothermal Well Construction Permit application for the property 
located at 336 Station Road as submitted.    

                              Vote: Unanimous 
 

A member of the BOH noted there is a new geothermal well installed on 
Sunset Avenue in Amherst. Ms. Federman will contact the company to ensure 
they understand a well construction permit issued by the BOH is required in 
Amherst for the installation of a geothermal well. Ms. Federman will contact 



the town’s Inspection Department to ensure they are aware of this requirement 
as well.  
 
In the instance of unexpected or late arriving items which need the review of 
the BOH, Ms. Stein suggested adding the following language “Any topics the 
Chair did not reasonably anticipate 48 hours before the meeting.” to the 
posted agenda. This additional sentence will ensure the BOH is in compliance 
with the Open Meeting Law. 

 
III. Old Business 

A. Member Re-appointment 
David Kaufman asked the Board of Health (BOH) to consider his re-
appointment as temporary. Mr. Kaufman agreed to serve as a BOH member 
until a replacement could be found; he suggested several persons who may be 
interested. 

B. District Incentive Grant Implementation Discussion 
Ms. Federman explained she has continued to participate in the District 
Incentive Grant (DIG) discussions. The Request for Response to apply for the 
health region implementation funds has been released; Ms. Federman 
requested the Board of Health (BOH) make a decision whether to endorse the 
grant application for this funding. During the discussion, the BOH raised 
concerns regarding the minimal benefits to Amherst in joining a regional 
health district, the additional requirements that would be placed on 
participating towns, as well as the funding support’s contingency upon annual 
Congressional appropriation. Ms. Federman explained there is not a penalty or 
a requirement to return planning funds should the BOH decide not to proceed 
with the application for the implementation funds. The BOH agreed pursuing 
the DIG implementation funds is not the best option for Amherst at this time. 
Motion: Mr. Kaufman made the motion, seconded by Ms. Bulzacchelli, that 
the BOH does not recommend the town pursue the DIG implementation 
funds.      Vote: Unanimous     
 

IV. Director’s Report 
A. Agenda Closing Date 

The Board of Health (BOH) confirmed Ms. Federman should continue to use 
her judgment regarding agenda items which are brought forth after a meeting 
is posted. Ms. Stein also reiterated her suggestion to add the language “Any 
topics the Chair did not reasonably anticipate 48 hours before the meeting.” to 
the agenda to ensure the BOH is in compliance with the Open Meeting Law. 

B. Safe and Healthy Neighborhoods 
Ms. Federman reported the efforts of the Health Department in supporting the 
Safe and Healthy Neighborhoods endeavor are going well. Ms. Federman 
reported storage of upholstered furniture on exterior porches is no longer 
allowed; upholstered furniture can be a serious fire hazard. Ms. Federman 
noted other successful property clean-ups, and the development of a letter 



which addresses excessive, accumulated trash on properties; the letter also 
outlines the fines which will be assessed if the trash is not removed.   

V. Schedule Next Board of Health Meeting/Agenda Closing Date 
A. The Board of Health has scheduled the following meetings: 

October 27, 2011 
November 17, 2011 
December 15, 2011 

    
 

Pamela Field-Sadler, Management Assistant 
APPROVED: 10/27/2011 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Board of Health 
September 22, 2011 

Bangs Community Center: Room 101 
Meeting Document List 

 
The following documents were available to the Board of Health during their scheduled meeting. 
These documents are available for review at the:  

Amherst Health Department, 70 Boltwood Walk, Amherst, MA 01002 
 

§ Meeting Agenda 
§ Meeting Minutes: July 28, 2011 (draft) 
§ Geothermal Well Application: 336 Station Road 
§ Hampshire Health Fact Sheet: Regionalizing Public Health Services through 

Comprehensive Health Districts 
§ MDPH Public Health District Incentive Grant Program 

Request for Responses: Implementation Grants 
 

 


